DROPPED FROM THE CLOUDS.

clouds; under an opaque belt, a luminous line clearly
traced the horizon. The crests of the billows were tipped
with a wild light, and the foam regained its whiteness. At
the same time on the left the hilly parts of the coast could
be seen, though very indistinctly.
At six o'clock day had broken. The clouds rapidly
lifted. The seaman and his companions were then about
six miles from the Chimneys. They were following a very
flat shore bounded by a reef of rocks, whose heads scarcely
emerged from the sea, for they were in deep water. On
the left, the country appeared to be one vast extent of
sandy downs, bristling with thistles. There was no cliff,
and the shore offered no resistance to the ocean but a chain
of irregular hillocks. Here and there grew two or three
trees, inclined towards the west, their branches projecting
in that direction, Quite behind, in the south-west, extended
the border of the forest.
At this moment, Top became very excited. He ran for-
ward, then returned, and seemed to entreat them to hasten
their steps. The dog then left the beach, and guided by
his wonderful instinct, without showing the least hesitation,
went straight in amongst the downs. They followed him.
The country appeared an absolute desert. Not a living
creature was to be seen.
The downs, the extent of which was large, were com-
posed of hillocks and even of hills, very irregularly dis-